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	Olympian marathon runner Rod Dixon from New Zealand came to our school with city council member Tom LaBonge this month. Dixon ran a couple laps around our track with the kids from our Y.S. and Y.D.P. after school programs.


	Dixon has won 20 gold medals for running. He has run many, many races. In fact, Rod has been all around the world running in races. Some were very hard, and some were…. well, all of them were hard. He said that his toughest race was in Montreal, Canada. Rod said that the easiest race is always against yourself. He also said that sometimes it’s easy to race your friends. The best way to win is to never give up.  That’s sort of like the same idea as winning the race to do our best work in school, too.�	Dixon also said that “finishing is winning and 


winning is finishing.” He said that a trick to win is to be 


unexpected like starting slow then speeding up in the 50-


yard mark. Rod is going to keep on teaching kids about 


running and winning. We hope he can race at our school 


someday, too. We hope to have the honor of him coming 


back to Toluca Lake Elementary! 

















Many parents are excited about coming on campus to visit our gorgeous Parent Center. Our Community Representative, Lucy Gonzalez, has been working with wonderful volunteers to provide a relaxing and interesting place for parents. There are computers available for your use as well as information about what the community has to offer. Classes are scheduled according to the needs of the parents.  Our Parent Teacher Association is also meeting in the Parent Center and has a computer for their use in order to provide you with the latest information on their programs. They have been working very closely with out Parent Representative and have planned many exciting events for the rest of the year. Please be on the lookout for information about “What’s Happening” at Toluca Lake Elementary.  Our motto, “Together We Achieve”, means that all of us, parents, teachers and students plan together so that our students reach their highest potential. If you haven’t had the opportunity to visit our Parent Center, please put it on your “to do” list. We need your input and support so that we have a variety of viewpoints and ideas. Remember, you are welcome at any time here at Toluca Lake Elementary.						                                              - Ms. Carol Reo Bove
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Special Interest Articles:
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Toluca Lake Elementary School: An Arts Prototype School / 818.761.3339








My dad, Tom Freas, attended Toluca Lake Elementary School from 1978 – 1982.  He has three younger sisters, my aunts, who also went to our school.  He really enjoyed his time at Toluca Lake.  He has a lot of great memories from the school.  His favorite memory from elementary school is MACOS (Man a Course of Study) in fifth grade.  My dad remembers his fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Emery, because she spent a lot of time with reading and exploring books.  Although he really loved reading, his favorite subject was math because there is always a solution.


After Toluca Lake Elementary, he attended Walter Reed Middle School, North Hollywood High School, Valley College, and ITT.  Right now, he is the facilities manager for the Film Musicians Secondary Markets Fund.  His proudest accomplishment is series 6 and 63 securities license because of the preparation and studying it took to get them.


Some obstacles he had to overcome to achieve his goals were his lack of experience and lack of direction.  One of his heroes is his father because he’s always helping other people out and putting other people ahead of himself.  Some advice he has for Toluca Lake’s current students is to stay focused, know what you want to achieve, and stick with it.  Never give up.                                                  

















Being at Toluca Lake Elementary for her first year, Mrs. Valencia loves to see good scores and excelling kids in her school. 


Many years back, Mrs. Valencia remembered that during lunchtime, a volunteer would come and set up games and activities, which Mrs. Valencia and her classmates called “noon sports”. In her old classes, one of her favorite subjects was reading. She likes the fact that you can predict what will come next. For example, if you say the hero will get the bad guy, but he only gets rich. When she was done reading, she thought of her hero, Her grandfather. She was proud of him because he was first in his family to come to U.S.A., and brought her mom’s side of the family there with his hard work and enormous effort. 


She doesn’t remember any of her old faculty, but remembers in January that some of the South building teachers and her shared ideas and worked together to produce the winter program. When she was at Lankershim Elementary, she still loved seeing her kids excel. 


In addition to being a teacher, Mrs. Valencia is a mom that loves her baby. To be here, she had to find a way to fit work, parenting, and studies all in one day. She loves seeing her kids getting excited about what they learn, and watching them excel and progress with much confidence, which she wishes to see out of all of us. Mrs. Valencia, says, “Believe in yourself and succeed!” 


We believe in Mrs. Valencia, too!

















�














Toluca Lake Times / Vol. 5, # 5 / Page � PAGE  \* MERGEFORMAT �2� of 8




















On February 27, Fifth grade students in Room 17 brought their families to school for “Family Reading Night.” We read and discussed reading to celebrate Read Across America. We all watched a PowerPoint to show us strategies to have interactive reading with our parents at home. We also discussed Accelerated Reader. Then, we watched the Oscar-winning animated short, “The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore.” It was an amazing short story all about the wondrous places that books can take your imagination. We also made sailor hats with one side saying the names of our favorite books, and on the other side we wrote why we like those books. 


It was very fun to do these activities with our parents. Miriam Archila, Daniella Martir’s mom, said, “I can travel around my whole living room with my kids with out any props.” We had healthy snacks to nourish our brains while we read, too. Hopefully, other kids can have this opportunity when they go to 5th grade, too. We kids, and our teachers, all hope you will READ when you are young and old! Our teacher, Mr. Hagen-Smith, says, “The family that reads together, dreams together.” Have fun and read!
































�





Featured Faculty: Excel, Mrs. Valencia!


by- Agenda Domsitz (5th Grade)








Awesome Alumni: Tom Freas is Terrific!


by – Ali Freas (5th Grade)








Service Organizations Writing Contest!





	There are many fine service organizations offering free assistance to families. The Family Center in Van Nuys offers free tutoring programs for students. Information is available at (818) 786-4098. The Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth <http://cty.jhu.edu/summer/grades2-6/> offers programs to challenge top students during the summer. These programs are examples of the type of excellent service organizations available in our community.


	Students may research a service organization and write about it for our next big writing contest! The contest is open to all of the amazing students enrolled at Toluca Lake Elementary School! 


	If you would like to participate in this big event, write at least  one paragraph about an organization that serves the community. Each  submission must have a title, correct spelling and punctuation, and describe the service organization. The essay needs to provide examples of the ways that the organization serves the community, and explain why these services are important. We encourage students to choose from a diverse list of service organizations (listed below). 


	Contest winners will receive special prizes, have their names announced by Ms. Bove, and printed honors in the Toluca Times. Submissions are due by May 2, 2012.  Please give all entries to your teacher. There will be six winners, two from each grade.





************** Service Organizations ***********


International Red Cross, Special Olympics, Boys & Girls Club, Geffen Playhouse, Big Brothers & Sisters, City of Hope,  CARE, Coalition for Clean Air, Tree People, Family Center in Van Nuys, Heal the Bay, Audubon Society, Students Run L.A., EasterSeals, International Senior Citizen Club, Habitat for Humanity, AARP, Valley Food Bank, American Cancer Society, Pet Orphans, Homeboy Industries, Make-a-Wish Foundation, Stop Cancer, Nature Conservancy, Braille Institute of America, Goodwill, Food on Foot, Toys for Tots, National Parks Foundation, 


Magic Johnson Foundation, Donors Choose, Humane Society, Greenpeace, Housing First, March of Dimes, Angel Food, Children’s Nature Institute, Para Los Ninos, Reading Partners, Chrysalis, Friendly Visitor (elderly assistance), Sierra Club, United Way, animal shelter, public libraries, Breathe California, Amnesty International, AIDS project Los Angeles, UNICEF,


Alliance for Children’s Rights, I Have a Dream Foundation, Operation Homefront, Guide Dogs of America, Public Citizen,


Wilderness Society, American Cinemateque, L.A. Conservancy, LACMA, Planetary Society, Children’s Defense Fund, Ronald McDonald House Charities, SFK (Success for Kids), Starlight Children’s Foundation, United Friends of the Children, Wildlife Way Station, Soldiers’ Angels, National Arbor Day Foundation, Reading is Fundamental, Environmental Defense Fund,
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Teacher’s Tip


As we head into the final part of the school year, some students find themselves more easily distracted by thoughts of summer and the joy of becoming young adults. It is very important for parents to talk with the children about their feelings, and to remind them to stay focused upon their academic development. Some specific recommendations for students include:


Studying for exams


Using their criteria chart to assist them with writing


Rereading their written work prior to turning it in for a grade


Using the text to clarify information when responding to questions


Using the key words “by” and “because” to help them write complete, convincing responses


Practicing math skills and concepts at home with family members


Reading for pleasure for at least 30 minutes each day


Remaining focused upon academics rather than social concerns


Remembering that they are capable of excellence and should always strive to achieve that excellence


Remembering not to be afraid of failures because you can learn a lot from them; and that “around here … we don’t look backwards for very long. We keep moving forward, opening up new doors and doing new things… and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.” – Walt Disney (excerpted from “Meet the Robinsons”).
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	Did you know Room 2 has a garden? In the garden, we are planting different flowers. I, Alyssa Mora, brought three bulbs. Two of them have grown. On the first day of spring, the first of the bulbs bloomed! That flower is called a tulip. The flower was hot red. We can’t wait for the other tulip to bloom.			


						




















	OMG (Oh my gosh)! NASA just found a new planet located outside of our solar system! They used the new Kepler Mission space telescope to find this planet. They have named the planet “22b.” It is located in the “habitable zone” of another star. This “habitable zone” is the sweet spot around a star where temperatures are right for water to exist in its liquid form. Liquid water is essential for life on Earth. NASA says that 22b’s star is a bit smaller than our sun, so its habitable zone is slightly closer to the star. It has a yearly orbit of 289-290 days (less than our year), and is about 2.4 times the size of Earth. 


	The search for Earth-like planets is very exciting. Planet 22b has key aspects that 


it shares with Earth. First, it circles a star that could be the twin of our sun, at just about the 


same distance. The only trouble is that the planet is a bit big for life to exist on the surface. 


It may be more like a gas and liquid Neptune with only a rocky core and mostly ocean. In 


its early explorations, the Kepler Mission has spotted 2,326 candidate planets outside of our 


solar system. The scientists believe that 139 of them are potentially habitable. It takes about 


22 million years to get to the closest one. 


	Today, astronomers continue searching the


results of the Kepler space telescope looking for clues


to the age-old question, “Are we alone in the universe.”


The answer may be waiting for one of us to become a 


NASA scientist or astronaut! 
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A New Planet: Kepler Space Telescope Eyes “22b”


by


Robert Magee, Victor Soto, & Genaro Diaz
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Principal’s Message
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The Beautiful Bulbs of Room 2 


by Alyssa Mora (2nd Grade)





	Maria Mitchell was the first American woman astronomer. She’s an interesting woman to me because I know she kept reaching for the sky and never gave up on her dreams. Maria was a special girl. She grew up in a Quaker home. That was important because in many other religions at that time, women could not get an education. If you were a girl and you were a Quaker, you could get an education.


Maria was born on August 18, 1818. Her parents were William and Lydia Mitchell. William Mitchell was a teacher, but a  few days after he got his job as a teacher, they closed the school. After he lost his job, William still taught Maria astronomy and other subjects like science, math, and writing. William found a new job as a person who fixes chronometers for ships that hunt for whales. In their home in Nantucket, Massachusetts, many ships went out to hunt whales. In those days, whales were not endangered. Their blubber was used for oil for lamps and machinery.


One afternoon, Maria had just returned home from a party. She went straight up to the observatory to search the sky. Then, Maria saw a flash of light. She had one naked eye and looked into the telescope and saw a comet. That is how she discovered the comet that was named “Miss Mitchell” after her! After Maria found the comet, she won a medal because she was the first to spot it. Maria got it from King Fredrick of Denmark.


Later in her life, Maria became the first professor of astronomy at Vassar College. That was in 1865. She was actually the first female appointed to the faculty. She was also named as Director of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vassar_College_Observatory" \o "Vassar College Observatory"��Vassar College Observatory�. After teaching there for some time, she learned that despite her reputation and experience, her salary was less than that of many younger male professors. Maria wanted to increase her salary since she was a very educated woman. I think that she deserved to be paid as much as the male teachers. Mitchell continued to fight for equal rights, and supported people like Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cody Stanton in their efforts for women’s rights. 


Maria Mitchell inspires me to be a strong professional woman in the world. Her exciting and amazing life teaches me that we have to fight for our dreams. In the portrait of her, you can see that she was more interested in what was at the other end of the telescope … stars and dreams … then trying to impress people with make-up and fancy clothes. She taught me that it doesn’t matter how hard it to reach your goals as long as we just don’t give up. She was an inspiring woman. Reach for the stars! 


									


Rashel Alvarez
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		Inspirational Women


		  Essay Contest Winners!


test Winners! 





Marian Anderson


by - Heidy Paniagua (2nd Grade)





Maria Mitchell


by - Rashel Alvarez (5th Grade)








	Marian Anderson was born on February 27, 1897 in Philidelphia, Pennsylvania. She had talent as a child. At the age of six, she joined the choir at the Union Baptist Church. Marian couldn’t enroll at a local music school because of her skin color; however, some members of her church raised money to pay for a professional teacher, Giuseppe Baghetti. 


	In 1925, Mirian entered a New York Philharmonic voice competition and won first prize. Later on, she went to sing on tour in Europe, where she realized that her singing was respected & appreciated.


	In 1936, Marian became the first African American to perform at the White House. In 1943, she performed at the Lincoln Memorial where more than 75,000 people gathered to hear her sing and support her. That same year, she married Orpheus A. Fisher. The marriage was childless.


	Anderson was an important symbol during the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960’s. She was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the National Medal of the Arts in 1963. Marian Anderson died in 1993 at the age of 96 due to heart failure. During her singing career, she was considered the world’s greatest contra-alto singer. 


	I learned 


that Marian Anderson


was a woman that 


didn’t give up. She 


was brave to stand up


by herself. She didn’t


care what racist 


people said about 


her skin color.








	Ruby Bridges was born on September 8, 1954 in Mississippi. In 1960, Ruby went to an African American school for Kindergarten. On the morning of November 14, 1961, federal marshals drove Ruby and her mother five blocks to her new school. That school, William Frantz Elementary, had been just for white people before Ruby arrived there.



































 	Since Ruby was growing up in an unfair world, she probably felt unwelcome everywhere she went. She didn’t like that feeling. 


	Now, Ruby is 57 years old. Without her, there wouldn’t be any courage or fairness in people’s souls. People shouldn’t be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character. Everyone should love each other as equals.
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	Some of our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students got to go on a field trip to the Huntington Garden and Library. We learned about science and art at a beautiful place.


 	We all looked at jungle and desert plants in our study of plant adaptations. A third grade student from Ms. Putterman’s class, Giovanna Aldana, said, “We learned about the desert and flowers.” We all had a great time at the Huntington Garden. Some kids were also excited because they got to learn new ideas by experiencing stuff at a location that was outside of our school. The third graders were really excited because it was the first field trip for many of them. Naya Minniti, a 4th grade student from Mr. Reidman’s class, said, “We went to the desert gardens and did a water experiment.”


	The upper grade students also visited two of the museums at the Huntington Library. One had an exhibit called, “Beautiful Science.” It showed displays about the growth in scientific knowledge throughout history. It had an old telescope, and even some of Thomas Edison’s original light bulbs. 


	The other museum had lots of art, like paintings and furniture. Moses Flores, a 4th grade student from Mr. Reidman’s class said, “We looked at paintings and explained them and answered questions about the paintings.” Another classmate, Brian Sol said, “I had fun because of the experiments and watering the plants. It was fun because I looked at paintings that I never saw before.” 


	We all had fun on 


this awesome trip. We learned a lot of information. The 


Huntington Garden is a 


fantastic place where you 


can learn and have fun at 


the same time! You should 


really go to the Huntington 


Garden. We had a great 


time there!
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Students Visit


Huntington Library & Gardens


by - Naomi Marquez, Gabiel Alaniz, & Alessandra Rugamas

















PTA News!





Ruby Bridges


by Emma Martin (3rd Grade)





Inspirational Women


Another Essay Contest Winners!
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We have lots of great events coming up!  Please join us at the next meetings, April 10 at 6pm or April 11 at 8am, to see how you can participate! And be sure to save these upcoming dates!





Tuesday, April 24 - School Open House


The Twist Burger Truck will be on campus selling their delicious gourmet burgers, so you don't have to worry about dinner that night.  (A portion of the proceeds goes to the PTA to fund our events.)  The PTA is also sponsoring a DOOR PRIZE from Abundant Harvest Organics.  One lucky attendee will win a big, beautiful box of farm-fresh, 100% organic produce!  Watch your Parent Folder for YOUR raffle ticket.  You MUST bring the raffle ticket to the Open House for your chance to win.





Saturday, April 28 - School Beautification Day


Join fellow school families, staff and community members to replant our garden, paint and spruce up our campus!  Lunch will be provided by the PTA, with the sponsorship of Togos on Pass Avenue and Jarritos Soda.  Councilman Tom LaBonge and the Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood Council are also helping to sponsor.  Join in and have a great day showing how much we love our school!








	Congratulations go out to Giselle Piceno in Room 9! Giselle has been selected as a finalist in the City of Los Angeles 2012 African American Heritage Month Poster Competition. Giselle was one of seven students selected to participate from Room 9. This year’s theme was “Our Inventors: Stepping Back Into the Future.” The poster competition commemorates African American Inventors. 


	Giselle’s artwork, “The Spy Eye,” was inspired by Marie V. Brown - the creator of the early home security camera and remote-operated doors. When asked about her decision to commemorate Brown, Giselle said, “What inspired me about Marie V. Brown are her amazing and unique creations. If we didn’t have a security camera or a remote that opens and closes doors, we could not catch robbers or investigate what they stole.” Giselle and her family were invited to attend the reception and awards ceremony with Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa! Three cheers to Giselle and the hard workers from Room 9! Artwork by Giselle Piceno, Martha Reyes, Anisa Karneh, Ehtan Zamora, and Melanie Flores.





�
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Calendar





March 30  - April 6 = 


	Spring Break (school closed)


March 30 - Cesar Chavez Day


April 10-11 - PTA Meetings


April 16 - Hit the Target (primary)


April 17 - Local Leadership Council


April 21-22 -Festival of Books (USC)


April 22 - Earth Day


April 23 - Hit the Target (upper)


April 24 - School Site Council Mtg.


April 24 - Open House (5 - 6:30 pm)


April 27 - Shakespeare at Play


April 27 - Arbor Day


April 28 - Garden Beautification Day


May 4    - Cinco de Mayo Festival


May 14 - 24 - CST (State Testing)


June 1    - Family Film Night





 























This section of our newsletter features free or inexpensive activities happening “around the town.” We encourage you to extend your child’s learning by exploring the many cultural activities available in the greater Los Angeles community.





Chalk Art Festival at The Chinese American Museum at Olvero Street takes place on March 31. Have fun creating art in the shadow of City Hall!  For more information about this free event, call 213.485.8567.


The Los Angeles Times 17th Annual Festival of Books will be held at USC on April 21 & 22.  This event is all about the love of books. It features many readings, panel discussions, food, and a family area. Free tickets are required for many of the panels. Call 213.237.6503 for more information.





�
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Around the Town









































African American Heritage Poster Contest


by - Gigi Piceno
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Principal: 


     Carol Reo Bove


Assistant. Principal:


     Joyce Miles


Parent Representative:


      Lucy Gonzalez


Coordinator:	


     Jeff Daniel


Lead Teacher:


     Steve Reidman


Newsletter Editor:


     Dennis Hagen-Smith








Riddle Me This …





Where does Superman get his food?		- Ben Robel


What’s wrong with this statement?		- Gabriel Clark


Why did the bacon laugh?				- Genaro Diaz


What is Luke Skywalker’s favorite type car?	- Zachary Miles


What is black and white and read all over?		- Naomi Marquez


Why did the dog cross the street?		- Sofie Maya














Toluca Lake Elementary School: 


An Arts Prototype School
































We’re on the Web!


See us at:


     � HYPERLINK "http://toluca.weebly.com/" ��http://toluca.weebly.com/�


 








Super Sleuth & Scavenger Hunt
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Words of Wisdom


"We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and prosperity for our community ... Our ambitions must be broad enough to include the aspirations and needs of others, for their sakes and         for our own."


     - Cesar Chavez	


 President of the UFW


United Farm Workers


Environmentalist


Civil Rights Leader


**********************














While your main goal of distributing a newsletter might be to sell your product or service, the key to a successful newsletter is making it useful to your readers.


A great way to add useful content to this newsletter is to develop and write your own articles, or include a calendar of upcoming events or a special offer that promotes a new product.


You can also research articles or find “filler” articles by accessing the World Wide Web. You can write about a variety of topics but try to keep your articles short.


What country is Rod Dixon from? __________________________________________				


Who is this month’s Featured Faculty member? ________________________________				


Why did Walt Disney say that we shouldn’t be “afraid of failures”? _________________	


        _______________________________________________________________________				


What type of flower is blooming in Room 2’s garden? ____________________________			


What did Maria Mitchell discover? _________________________________________			


What was Marian Anderson’s great talent? ___________________________________				


What is the name of Giselle Piceno’s amazing artwork? __________________________			


Where does this year’s Festival of Books take place? ___________________________				


What is the date of our Open House? ______________________________________





          10.  Where is this image located on our campus? 


                 (Hint: you pass by these amazing awards on 


                            your way to lunch when it rains).





        This image is located ______________________








___  ______________________________________





�_____  ______________________________________
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COMPANY NAME


Street Address


City, State, 00000








4840 Cahuenga Blvd.


N. Hollywood, CA 91601








Back Page Story Headline
































While you think about your article, ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the message you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of context.


Microsoft includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose and import into your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols.








