
WORDS OF 
WISDOM 

“The harder you work now, 
the easier middle school and 
college are going to be.”
          - Mr. Jeff Daniel

School Coordinator

************************

TOLUCA LAKE TIMES 

!

 Black History Show 
Christine Manachian, Emily Rodriguez,                                   
Edward Mateo, and Samuel Chiloyan  

	  
 The history of African Americans is an important part of the history of our 
country. On February 26, 2016, our students put on Toluca Lake Elementary 
School’s annual Black History Show. 
Each class worked hard to put together performances in honor of the African 
Americans who made this nation free for all. Thanks to these African American 
heroes our country now has freedom and justice for all.  
 Ms. McDuffey’s class performed “Followers of the North Star” about the 
African American struggle for freedom. They ended with Michael Jackson’s “Man 
in the Mirror.” Ms. Harriman’s class performed “Riding the Bus,” a poem about the 

unfair laws that made 
African Americans sit in 
the back of the bus. It 
showed how Rosa Parks 
refused to sit in the back 
and started the bus 
boycott that helped end 
segregation.  
 Second grade 
students performed 
Langston Hughes’ poems 
accompanied by Mr. 
Murphy’s hard-rocking 
guitar. Ms. Friedman’s 
Kindergarten class did a 
very informative 
performance about Ruby 

Bridges, an African American girl who attended an all-white school. Ms. Lauer’s 
class showed beautiful art during their reading of Maya Angelou’s “Life Doesn’t 
Frighten Me.” Mr. Hagen-Smith’s students sang “The Gettysburg Address,” and 
made a power point explaining the importance of the Civil War in American 
History.  
 Finally, Drill Team presented an exciting version of Sounds of Blackness’ 
“Black Lives Matter: No Justice No Peace.” This song taught that African 
Americans are still fighting for equal rights and justice today. It made us want to get 
up and join the dance. 
 Learning about how African Americans fought for freedom was a great 
experience. We learned that it was not easy to overcome because there was a lot of 
racism and discrimination, but people like Ruby Bridges, Rosa Parks, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, jr., and thousands of soldiers during the Civil War fought to create a 
free country.  
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Principal’s Message: 
Dear Toluca Lake 
Parents and Families, 
  
At Toluca Lake we have 
been working very hard to 
provide a safe and secure 
place for your boys and girls.  We again want 
to remind all parents that the parking lot is for 
staff only and that a traffic ticket will be issued 
to all violators. New security gates are being 
constructed to help us with this very dangerous 
issue. In the morning, the exit gate will be 
locked; this will not allow anyone to pull in and 
out of the lot.  The rules for parking are located 
in various parts of the lot and have been in 
force for a number of years. We have also 
reinforced the fact that the valet program needs 
to be used to drop students off.  Once again the 
following rules are enforced at our school on a 
daily basis: 

• All visitors to our campus will go 
through the main office at all times. 
• Visitors will carry proper 
identification when requesting to go on campus.  
• Entrance through any other gate is 
prohibited before and during school hours.  
• The Valet program must be used to 
drop off students. The parking lot is for staff 
only, the exit gate will be locked, and a traffic 
ticket will be given to violators of this law.  

The students and staff would like to thank you 
so much for your cooperation in this endeavor.  
 
     - Ms. Carol Reo-Bove 

April 19 = Family Writing Night -  
               with The Story Pirates

      5:30 pm - Auditorium 
April 24 = Spring Clean-up Day
April 25 = Free Tickets for JPL’s  
Open House in June available online
April 26 = Poet’s Cafe (6:00 pm)
May 2 = Comcast Reveal Family 
Event (7:15-8:30am)
May 2-26 = Smarter Balance Testing 
May 27 - Parent Advisory Council 
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Featured Faculty:         
   Super Mr. Soroczak  

    By: Marcos A. Rojas, Bryant Gutierrez, & Edward Mateo 

 This week we students interviewed one of our teachers who is retiring this year: 
Mr. Soroczak has been at our school since 1997.  He has 
dedicated the past 19 years of his life to teaching second 
graders to become successful students.  
 During our interview, we learned that he was born 
and grew up in Ohio. He attended Ohio State University 
(OSU) where he got his Master’s Degree in Family, Marriage 
and Child Counseling. He has used these skills to help him do 
such a good job as a teacher. 
 Two of Mr. Soroczak’s hobbies are studying nature, 
and taking photographs. He likes to get pictures of birds, 
cities at night and surfers. He also likes computers, and has 
been using them since 1987   
 Mr. Soroczak also has heroes that he admires. 
Steve Jobs and Mahatma Ghandi are two of the people he 
thinks are inspirational. He likes Steve Jobs because of his 

creative work with computers, and Mahatma Ghandi because of his use of nonviolence to 
fight for justice. John Lennon is also one of his heroes since he also believed in nonviolence 
and wanted to make the world a better place. 
  One of Mr. Sorozcak’s most challenging tasks is that teaching is always so much 
work, and there’s so little time. He also works hard to be organized for the next day, week, 
and month all through the school year. 
  Interviewing this Mr. Sorozcak was really fun and interesting because we 
learned a lot about the background of one of the most interesting teachers ever. He gave us 
all hope for the upcoming years. Thank you for all you’ve done for all of us, Mr. Sorozcak!  

Calendar Barnes	and	Noble	book	store	in	Burbank	hosted	a	Family	Reading	Night	for	
Toluca	Lake	Elementary	School	last	month.	It	was	an	amazing	night.	The	night	was	all	
about	honoring	the	book,	Shivers	the	Pirate	who	is	Afraid	of	Everything.	This	hilarious	
book	was	written	by	the	Story	Pirates’	Connor	White	and	Annabeth	Bonder-Stone.	
This	book	is	so	funny,	and	has	many	jaw-dropping	adventures.	It	was	a	great	book	that	
all	students	love	because	they	laugh	so	much	during	all	of	the	excitement.	The	book	
also	has	many	life	lessons	like	accepting	your	fears,	but	still	doing	your	best,	and	that	
not	all	pirates	are	bad.	

During	the	evening,	Mr.	White	&	Ms.	Bonder-Stone	acted	out	many	parts	from	
the	story.	They	were	so	funny!	We	had	an	amazing	time	listening	to	all	of	their	similes,	
jokes,	and	metaphors.	After	that,	they	met	with	the	students	and	signed	autographs.	It	
was	a	great	night,	and	our	school	even	earned	
some	money	from	the	book	sales.	Thanks	to	
Connor,	Annabeth,	and	Barnes	&	Noble	book	
store!	

Shivers the Pirate at Barnes & Noble 
by - Ryan Lopez, Edward Mateo, & Marcos A. Rojas

http://toluca.weebly.com
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	 Shirley	Chisholm	was	born	on	November	20,	1924	in	
Brooklyn,	New	York,	and	died	in	2005	in	Ormond	Beach,	Florida.	Her	
childhood	was	a	liCle	hard	because	her	mom	and	dad	leE	her	and	
her	two	sisters	with	her	grandparents,	due	to	the	family’s	financial	
problems.		 	 	 	 	 	
	 Her	grandparents	lived	in	a	barn	in	Barbados	where	she	
received	a	strict	early	school	educaLon.	Then,	the	family	was	
reunited.	Her	parents	conLnued	to	remind	her	of	the	importance	of	
an	excellent	higher	educaLon.	Shirley	went	to	Brooklyn	College	
where	she	studied	to	be	a	teacher.			 	 	
	 She	was	a	teacher	for	about	seven	years	and	conLnued	
going	to	school	herself.	She	went	to	Columbia	University	to	get	a	
Master’s	degree	in	early	childhood	educaLon	and	in	poliLcs.	She	met	
Conrad	Chisholm	at	Columbia	University	and	eventually	married	him.	
	 It	was	not	unLl	he	1950’s	when	she	became	involved	in	
poliLcs.	She	first	helped	in	other	poliLcians’	campaigns	unLl	she	
decided	to	run	for	RepresentaLve	and	won	in	1964.	She	represented	
New	York	and	became	well	known	as	an	effecLve	lawmaker.	
	 She	believed	in	equal	opportuniLes	and	helping	students	
have	equal,	quality	educaLon.	She	made	sure	unemployment	

insurance	was	offered	to	domesLc	
employees.	She	was	also	the	first	
African	American	woman	to	seek	
the	nominaLon	for	president.	
Shirley	reLred	from	her	career	in	
1982	because	she	wanted	to	spend	
more	Lme	with	her	second	
husband,	Arthur	Hardwick,	aEer	he	
had	been	in	a	car	accident.	She	
remained	acLve	as	a	teacher	of	
poliLcs	and	was	also	involved	in	
U.S.	poliLcs.	She	founded	the	
NaLonal	PoliLcal	Congress	of	Black	

Women	and	parLcipated	in	presidenLal	campaigns	of	African	
American	candidates.	 	 	 	 	
	 Shirley	died	in	2005	at	the	age	of	80.	She	wanted	people	to	
know	that	everyone	is	capable	of	running	for	high	poliLcal	office	
despite	race	or	gender,	and	that	they	do	not	need	to	be	wealthy	or	
good-looking	or	a	white	male.	She	wanted	to	be	remembered	as	a	
female	that	made	a	change	in	the	twenLeth	century.	

	 Did	you	know	Jocelyn	Elders	is	well	known	because	
she	was	the	16th	Surgeon	General	of	the	U.S.	Also	she	is	a	
physician	who	briefly	served	as	U.S.	Surgeon	General	under	
President	Clinton.		
	 Jocelyn	Elders	was	born	September	8,	1993	She	
became	U.S.	Surgeon	general.	She’s	sLll	alive	now.	
Jocelyn	Elders	is	the	first	African	American	and	the	second	
female	to	head	the	U.S.	Public	Health	Service.	She	has	7	
siblings	and	her	mom	had	an	
eighth	grade	educaLon.	She	
also	lived	in	a	poor	segregated	
area,	when	she	was	young.	She	
aCended	an	all-black	school,	
thirteen	miles	from	home.	
When	she	was	young	she	lived	
in	a	cabin	that	didn’t	have	an	
indoor	toilet	or	electricity.	Her	
siblings	did	chores	and	picked	
coCon	to	earn	her	$3.43	for	
her	bus	fare.	
	 She	played	an	
important	role	in	President	Clinton’s	early	efforts.	Also	she	
probably	inspired	poor	African	Americans.	She	also	showed	
that	if	you	work	hard	you	can	achieve	many	things.	All	and	
all,	Jocelyn	Elders	is	an	important	part	of	African	American	
history.	

     Black History Month Essay Contest 

Second Grade     
  Shirley Chisholm                                       
     by - Isabelle Vega

Third Grade 
Jocelyn Elders 

by - Liam Ruelas

http://toluca.weebly.com
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 Black History Month Essay Contest 

	 Gordon	Parks	was	a	photographer,	writer,	musician,	and	
film	director.	He	inspires	me	because	he	had	a	great	career	even	
though	there	was	sLll	segregaLon	going	on	during	his	life.	Parks	was	
born	in	Fort	ScoC,	Kansas	to	Andrew	Jackson	and	Sarah	(Ross)	Parks.	
Gordon	first	became	famous	for	his	work	as	a	photographer.	
	 Parks	was	born	on	November	20,	1920.	His	mother,	Sarah	
(Ross)	Parks,	died	when	he	was	fourteen.	Parks	went	on	tour	with	a	
hotel	band	in	1932.	That	was	the	beginning	of	a	music	career.	But,	
the	band	eventually	broke	up	on	tour	leaving	him	in	Harlem,	New	
York	in	1933.	Then,	in	1937,	he	watched	a	movie	in	Chicago	and	
decided	that	he	wanted	to	become	a	photographer.	He	started	
taking	more	pictures,	and	paying	careful	aCenLon	to	the	details	of	
his	work.	Soon,	he	got	some	of	his	pictures	published	in	Life	
Magazine.		
	 In	1942,	Parks	went	to	Washington	D.C.	and	was	hired	by	
the	Farm	Security	AdministraLon.	Then,	he	wrote	a	book	about	
himself,	The	Learning	Tree.	In	1969,	this	story	was	turned	into	a	
movie	that	he	directed.	Soon,	Parks	made	another	movie	for	
“Metro-Goldwyn	Studios.”	This	film,	“ShaE,”	became	a	big	hit.		
	 Next,	Parks	went	on	to	choreograph	dances.	He	even	made	
up	a	famous	ballet	dedicated	to	Dr.	MarLn	Luther	King,	jr.	At	the	age	
of	82,	Parks	started	another	new	career.	This	Lme	he	began	painLng	
pictures	of	flowers.	These	beauLful	images	looked	so	real	that	some	
people	thought	they	were	photographs.	He	enjoyed	making	these	
images	because	he	wanted	to	“work	with	beauLful	and	peaceful	
things.”	Parks	died	from	cancer	when	he	was	93	years	old.	

Gordon	Parks	inspires	me	because	he	did	wonderful	things	
with	his	life.	He	did	not	let	poverty	or	discriminaLon	stop	him.	He	
was	also	willing	to	try	many	new	jobs.	He	was	a	photographer,	
writer,	choreographer,	musician,	painter,	and	film	director.	Parks	was	
such	an	amazing	man	because	he	worked	so	hard	and	never	gave	up!	

Fifth Grade 
Gordon Parks  

by - Astrid Garcia

Fifth Grade 
                Thurgood Marshall          

by Jacqueline Luis 

	 Did	you	know	that	African	Americans	helped	stop	
segregaLon!	One	of	the	African	Americans	that	helped	stop	
segregaLon	was	named	Thurgood	Marshall.	One	of	his	greatest	
achievements	was	that	he	won	the	Brown	v.	Board	of	EducaLon	
Supreme	Court	case.	That	meant	that	black	and	white	kids	could	
go	to	the	same	schools.	Thurgood	Marshall	won	the	case	because	
he	was	a	talented	lawyer.	If	it	wasn’t	for	Thurgood	Marshall,	we	
kids	would	not	be	going	to	the	same	schools	as	some	other	kids.
	 Thurgood	Marshall	was	born	on	July	3,	1903	in	BalLmore,	
Maryland.	Thurgood	Marshall’s	father,	William	Marshall,	worked	
as	a	steward	at	an	exclusive	club.	Thurgood	Marshall’s	mother,	
Norma,	was	a	Kindergarten	teacher.	As	a	kid,	Thurgood	Marshall	
was	mischievous.	He	aCended	Frederick	Douglass	High	School,	
where	he	memorized	the	enLre	United	States	ConsLtuLon.	AEer	
graduaLng	from	High	School	in	1926,	Thurgood	Marshall	aCended	
Lincoln	University,	and	graduated	with	honors	in	1930.	Then,	he		
applied	for	the	University	of	Maryland.	He	was	not	accepted	
because	he	had	colored	skin.	Thurgood	Marshall	knew	that	was	
very	wrong,	so	he	decided	to	go	to	Howard	University	to	become	
a	lawyer.	He	graduated	from	Howard	University	in	1934,	and	
decided	to	work	for	the	NaLonal	AssociaLon	of	Advancement	of	
Colored	People	(NAACP).	 	 	 	 	
	 Thurgood	Marshall	wanted	to	become	a	lawyer	because	
he	wanted	to	fight	for	the	rights	of	people.	One	of	his	greatest	
achievements	was	that	he	won	a	case	so	that	all	children	could	go	
to	the	same	schools.	We	kids	should	thank	Thurgood	Marshall	
because	we	now	can	all	go	to	any	school	we	choose.	Thank	you,	
Thurgood	Marshall	for	fighLng	for	our	rights.	 	

http://toluca.weebly.com
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Awesome Alumni:     The Amazing Courtney Case        
 by - Jan Morales, Christine Manachian, Emily Rodriguez, & Monica Ghazaryan  

	 Courtney	Case	is	a	former	student	from	Toluca	Lake	Elementary	School.	She	moved	here	from	
Nebraska,	and	attended	classes	for	4th	and	5th	during	1998	-	2001.	After	graduating	from	our	school,	Ms.	Case	
attended	middle	school	in	Pacoima	Middle	School,	Hamilton	High	School,	and	the	American	Academy	of	
Dramatic	Arts.		
	 Ms.	Case	is	now	pursuing	her	acting	career	in	New	York	City.	
She	has	loved	acting	and	writing	since	she	was	a	child.	When	she	was	
in	Yifth	grade,	she	played	the	lead	in	“Another	Christmas	Carol”	at	
Toluca	Lake	Elementary.	As	a	grown-up,	she	has	produced	her	own	
web	series	and	played	the	starring	role	in	the	program!	
		 Courtney’s	favorite	memory	from	elementary	school	is	when	
Mr.	Hagen-Smith	would	play	songs,	and	students	would	write	
opinions	and	analyze	the	music.	“I	didn't	realize	it	at	the	time,	but	he	
was	teaching	us	to	form	opinions	about	art	and	that's	a	useful	skill	to	
have	as	an	adult,”	she	says.	
	 Ms.	Case	enjoyed	creative	writing.	She	reYlects,	“I	loved	
making	up	stories	and	using	the	new	words	and	sentence	structures	
to	make	those	stories	more	descriptive.	I	was	also	good	at	it,	and	we	
usually	like	to	do	things	we're	good	at!	It	felt	natural	and	easy	for	me	to	take	the	stories	I	made	up	in	my	head	
and	write	them	down.”	The	accomplishment	that	makes	Courtney	proudest	is	the	web	series,	“Crying	in	
Public.”	She	wrote,	directed,	and	acts	in	this	show!	Creating	it	took	a	risk,	but	doing	it	felt	great	to	Courtney!	
	 Ms.	Case	gave	us	students	a	tip	for	becoming	better	writers.	The	tip	was	to	not	censor	your	Yirst	draft.	
“It’s	just	a	Yirst	draft	so	it	doesn’t	have	to	be	good,	just	let	all	your	thoughts	spill	out	on	the	page	and	then	you	
can	go	back	and	Yix	it,”	advised	Ms.	Case.	It	is	important	to	write	everyday	so	you	will	have	a	better	future	for	
writing,	and	be	able	to	express	your	ideas	better.	 	
	 One	of	Courtney’s	heroes	is	her	mom.	She	admires	her	mom’s	strength	and	independence.	“Most	
importantly,”	Courtney	says,	“My	mom	showed	me	not	to	be	afraid	of	change.	Change	is	scary	for	everyone,	but	
you	need	to	change	in	order	to	grow….	My	mom	always	says	that	she's	a	better	and	stronger	person	because	of	
change.”	Courtney	admires	people	who	use	their	authority,	fame,	or	money	to	do	good	things.	She	says,	“I	think	
people	who	are	well	known	or	who	have	lots	of	money	have	a	responsibility	to	the	rest	of	us	to	make	the	world	
a	better	place,	whether	it's	something	small	like	donating	to	a	charity,	or	something	big	like	running	for	
president,	and	promising	to	make	sure	we're	all	treated	equally.”		
	 We	are	thankful	to	have	the	opportunity	to	learn	about	such	an	awesome	alumni.	We	admire	Courtney	
because	she	took	her	time	to	do	a	good	thing	…	let	us	interview	her	for	this	article!	We	hope	to	see	Ms.	Case	in	
the	movies	someday	soon!	 	 	 	

It’s a Coding World! 
by - Ashley Santiago, Arman Semerjyan, Tsadkiel Grey, Emily Rodriguez, & Samuel Chiloyan 

Technology is taking over! Ms. Cottrell from the computer lab has been teaching students all about coding. 
What is coding, you wonder? Well, coding is the language used to program computers. Learning to code with Ms. 
Cottrell is getting us ready to program a whole new world full of fun computer games, and exciting jobs!

During our exclusive interview with Ms. Cottrell, we learned some interesting new ideas. Ms. Cottrell said 
she really likes to code. She told us that we can each visit <code.org> to do coding on our own. Coding includes 
playing fun games like Minecraft and Star Wars. There are also videos that explain how coding works for users 
around the internet, and we mean there are users EVERYWHERE!!!!!! Coding is the way of the future so join the 
club and let’s code the future!

http://toluca.weebly.com
http://code.org
http://code.org
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        L.A. PLAZA          
by - Astrid Garcia, Kimberly Castro, and Marcos A. Rojas 

	 Did	you	know	that	you	can	actually	grow	plants	in	your	home?	On	the	fiEh	grade	field	trip	to	LA	Plaza,	we	learned	about	
organic	gardens,	herbal	teas,	and	how	to	make	esquites,	a	Mexican	street	food.	LA	Plaza	is	one	of	the	best	field	trips	ever.	It	is	

located	just	across	from	Olivera	Street.		 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 When	we	arrived	there,	my	class	and	I	first	got	to	look	at	the	garden.	While	we	were	
at	the	garden,	we	learned	that	they	don’t	use	pesLcides	in	their	garden.	What	are	pesLcides?	
Well,	pesLcides	are	chemicals	that	kill	bugs	or	insects.	But,	pesLcides	get	in	the	food	chain	and	
hurt	the	environment.	That’s	why	LA	Plaza	has	an	organic	garden	that	doesn’t	use	any	of	the	
poison.		 										 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 AEer	learning	about	the	garden,	we	got	to	package	tea.	We	learned	about	three	
different	kinds	of	tea:	chamomile,	lemon	balm,	and	spearmint.	The	chamomile	helps	calm	
stomachaches,	lemon	balm	helps	relieve	headaches,	and	spearmint	helps	with	digesLon.	I	
choose	the	spearmint.																																																																																																																																																																
	 	 Next,	we	went	to	the	cooking	staLon	to	make	“esquites”	aka	Mexican	street	corn!	The	
ingredients	were	the	following:	chopped	&	grilled	sweet	corn,	fresh	green	onions,	cilantro,	lime,	
salt	and	pepper,	chili	powder,	avocado,	and	oil.	We	had	to	mix	corn	into	a	bowl	with	mashed	
avocado.	Then,	we	added	a	½	teaspoon	of	oil,	squeezed	lime	into	our	bowl,	and	add	green	onion	

with	cilantro.	Next,	we	added	2	dashes	of	chili	power,	3	dashes	of	salt	and	pepper	and	mixed	it	all	up	for	tasLng!	The	salty	and	
spicy	flavors	swelled	in	our	mouthes	with	crisp	crunchy	textures.	It	was	extremely	good!	When	we	were	done,	our	plates	were	
empty	with	only	fork	scratches	leE.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 																																																																	
	 We	enjoyed	our	Lme	at	LA	Plaza	because	it	was	an	honor	to	really	get	a	chance	to	know	what	Mexicans	eat	and	drink.	We	
all	appreciate	the	wonderful	acLviLes	we	did	at	LA	Plaza!				

The Debussy Trio at Toluca Lake! 

By: Ashley Santiago, Emily Rodriguez, & Rasek Chowdhury 

The Debussy Trio, three talented professional musicians, came to our school to teach us about different 
kinds of instruments and music. David has been playing the viola for 35 years, Marcia has been playing the harp 

for 44 years, and Angela has been playing the flute for 42 years. David 
was born in Concord, Massachusetts. Angela was born in Palo Alto, 
California. Marcia was born in Santa Monica, California. All of these 
musicians are unique in their own way. 

This trio uses special techniques to communicate with each other 
while they are playing their instruments. For example, they breathe in 
certain ways so the other person knows when its time for them to play 
their instrument. David, Marcia, and Angela are professionals, but they 
still practice three to four hours each day! The instruments they play are 
fascinating. For example, the harp has 1,900 moving parts. When this 
trio came to our school, they created beautiful music. We are thankful 

that they shared this once in a lifetime opportunity with us!

http://toluca.weebly.com


VOLUME 10, NUMBER 2                             <http://toluca.weebly.com>                             April 13, 2016

�7

Teacher Tips

How to overcome “Writer’s Block”  

1. Read what you've written so far (or talk 
about your idea) to a friend or family 
member.  

2. If you’re writing something long, stop when 
you know what you’re going to write next. 
This way, you’ll have momentum when you 
start to write again.  

3. Take a break and read something good. 

4. Just start writing , even if it’s bad. You can go 
back and edit it later. It’ll turn out good once 
you have a chance to warm up! 

5. Promise yourself a treat when you finish. I  
did when I started this list. Now I get to have 
some tasty asparagus!  

******************************************************
Famous Writers Discuss Why They Write: 

“I write entirely to find out what I’m thinking, 
what I’m looking at, what I see and what it 

means. What I want and what I fear.”  
           - Joan Didion

   
***************************************************** 
“My aim is to put down on paper what I see and 

what I feel in the best and simplest way.”        
        - Ernest Hemmingway

 
***************************************************** 
“Those of us who write do it because there are 
stories inside us burning to get out. Writing is 

essential to our well-being.”          - Judy Blume 

*****************************************************"
Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me the 
glint of light on broken glass." – Anton Chekhov   

******************************************************   
Every sentence must do one of two things-
reveal character or advance the action.  
       - Kurt Vonnegut 

Toluca Lake Elementary students of took part in a 
Walk-a-Thon to raise money for our school’s Garden 
Ranger program.The hosts of the Walk-a-Thon were 
Lindsey Vaillancourt and Rachael Louis. These ladies 
came up with the idea of the Walk-a-Thon because they 
knew wanted to help our school. 

We earned a lot of money from the students’ 
efforts. Their friends and families donated $9,006.26 to 
our school during this fundraiser! 

About 150 kids took part in the fundraiser. They 
walked and danced during the big event. Ms. Friedman’s 
Kindergarten class raised the most money, $1,252! Her 
student, Enzo Donatell, earned $580! Luke McMahon 
from Ms. McNeely’s class earned $440 for second place. 
Brando Rossetti from Mr. Murphy’s raised the third 
highest amount of money, $273! 

The Walk-a-Thon was a terrific event. We had lots 
of fun, and raised lots of money!	 	  

For the 100th Day of School, each student in the primary 
grades made a special project. We interviewed two amazing 
teachers, Mr. Brent and Ms. Friedman, to learn more about this 
special event. 	 	 	 	 Ms. Friedman has a 
book full of ideas for the 100 Days of School project. Mr. Brent 
has been teaching a long time so he has lots of cool ideas. 

Many kids used different things like stickers, footballs, 
cotton balls, goldfish, bottle caps, macaroni, photographs, and 
even made a fake cake with 100 candles to count the 100 days. 
These young kids are very creative with lots of different 

thoughts in their minds. 
Some teachers like to 
give their students ideas 
of what to make or some 
kids build their own. The 
students had lots of 
really surprising ideas. 
For example, a student in 
Ms. Hernandez’ class 
used100 Cocoa Puffs for 
her project; a student in 
Mr. Brent’s room used 
100 gum balls; and a 
student in Ms. Grigsby’s 
class made a project out 

of 100 eyes on a monster. 
Every kid who did a project did something unique, and 

they were all very creative. With really smart and creative young 
kids like this in the primary grades, Toluca Lake Elementary 
School will sure have some great times in the future. 

Walk-A-Thon                                                             
by - Diane Aldana, Kristen Figueroa, & Emily Rodriguez

     100 Days of School!                      
 by - Monica Ghazaryan, Astrid Garcia, Jan Morales, 

Rasek Chowdhury, & Marcos Rojas
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            Super Star Party   
       by - Marcos A. Rojas, Rasek Chowdhury, & Tsadkiel Grey 

Around the Town 

	 Toluca	Lake	Elementary	School	had	its	annual	Star	Party	this	February.	An	amazing	astronomer,	Mr.	Joel	Harris,	came	to	
our	school	to	help	organize	the	telescopes	again	for	this	year’s	big	event.	He’s	been	doing	this	for	our	school	ever	since	we	started	
having	star	parties.	He	was	joined	by	astronomers	from	Burbank’s	Sidewalk	Astronomers.		 	 	 	 	
	 These	amazing	volunteers	brought	lots	of	telescopes	for	students	and	their	families	to	view	objects	in	outer	space.	We	got	
to	see	the	moon	close-up.	We	could	really	see	all	of	its	craters.	We	also	saw	stars	being	born	in	the	Orion	Nebula!	And,	later	in	the	
night	we	got	to	see	Jupiter	and	four	of	its	moons.	It	was	absolutely	amazing!	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 The	Star	Party	started	off	with	Mr.	Hagen-Smith	showing	some	NASA	Yilms	in	the	auditorium.	Then,	kids	and	families	went	
outside	to	the	telescopes	or	to	classrooms	for	different	activities.	Different	teachers	volunteered	to	teach	stuff	about	astronomy	in	
their	classrooms.	Ms.	Miya	showed	kids	how	to	make	star	ornaments,	Ms.	Friedman	taught	how	to	make	star	Yinders,	Ms.	McNeely	
did	a	Planet	Earth	Coffee	Filter	Craft,	Ms.	Keppel	came	back	to	our	school	to	show	us	how	to	make	straw	rockets,	Ms.	Nelson	taught	
how	to	make	polygonal	star	paintings,	Mr.	Hagen-Smith’s	room	had	model	space	probes,	Mr.	Murphy	led	music	&	poetry	from	the	
stars,	and	Ms.	Holden	came	back	to	our	school	to	lead	a	drama	workshop	all	about	the	solar	system.		
	 The	PTA	helped	out	at	the	Star	Party,	too.	They	gave	away	hot	chocolate,	bakery	goods,	and	glow	sticks.	Then,	if	we	did	a	
fun	activity	for	homework,	we	earned	Space	Ranger	certiYicates.	That	was	great.	
	 We	learned	a	lot	during	the	Star	Party.	Like,	we	learned	that	the	moon	was	a	waxing	gibbous	that	night.	That	means	that	
more	than	half	of	the	moon	was	lit	up.	We	also	learned	that	there	are	eight	planets	in	our	solar	system	because	Pluto	doesn’t	count	
as	a	planet	anymore.	It	is	important	to	learn	about	astronomy	because	there	are	so	many	things	we	still	do	not	know	about	space.	
	 We	are	thankful	to	Mr.	Harris,	Burbank	Sidewalk	Astronomers,	the	PTA,	and	all	of	the	teacher	volunteers	for	this	awesome	
night.	The	whole	night	was	a	blast!			

This section of our newsletter features free or inexpensive activities happening “around the town.” We encourage you to extend your 
child’s learning by exploring the many cultural activities available in the greater Los Angeles community. 

• April 18 = The Huntington Library is presenting “A Short History of Planet Formation” for older students and adults. This event is               
free, but requires reservations: <http://www.huntington.org/WebAssets/Templates/calendardetail.aspx?id=21359>. 

• April 23 = Children’s International Film Festival at the Redcat Theater (Walt Disney Concert Hall) downtown. Call (213) 237-2800 
for more information. 

• April 25 = The Jet Propulsion Laboratory is moving the date of its free, annual open house to June this year. Visitors must obtain 
their tickets in advance; they become available  at 9:00 on April 25. 

• North Hollywood’s Amelia Earhart Regional Library is hosting a free family story time and craft event. Call (818) 766-7185 for 
more information. 

• April 28 = Burbank’s Buena Vista Library is hosting a free silent movie night. This special event will feature films with Charlie 
Chaplin, Tom Mix, and Broncho Billy. This event (7:00 - 8:00 pm) features live music by Michael Mortilla. Call (818) 238-5620 
for more information. 

• May 5 = LA Plaza is hosting a free Cinco de Mayo event … including music, crafts, and free admission. Call (213) 542-6200 for 
more information. 

• May 6-8 = Laurel and Hardy Film Festival at American Cinemateque’s Aero Theater in Santa Monica (310) 260-1528. 
• May 14 = National Parks 100th Anniversary Exhibit opens at the Huntington Library (626) 405-2100. 
• May 30 = The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) is hosting its annual Target Free Holiday Monday. They provide free 

admission to families on this special day. Gamelan Burat Wangi will provide Balinese dance from12:30 - 3:00. Free tours of the 
museum are provided, too. Call (323) 435-9765 for more information. 

http://toluca.weebly.com
http://www.huntington.org/WebAssets/Templates/calendardetail.aspx?id=21359
http://www.huntington.org/WebAssets/Templates/calendardetail.aspx?id=21359


VOLUME 10, NUMBER 2                             <http://toluca.weebly.com>                             April 13, 2016

�9

	 Toluca	Lake	Elementary’s	Yifth	grade	students	went	on	a	wonderful	and	informational	Yield	trip	to	the	Sepulveda	
Wetlands.	Visiting	the	natural	environment	gave	us	an	opportunity	to	explore	various	species	of	plants	and	animals.	Its	
called	the	Sepulveda	Wildlife	Reserve	because	it	reserves,	or	takes	care	of,	habitats	for	
animals	to	reproduce	and	survive	in	the	wild.	It	is	important	to	take	care	of	our	wildlife	
because	animals	help	with	our	every	need	…	like	feeding	us	and	making	our	world	
beautiful.		
	 We	observed	many	birds,	and	learned	about	their	unique	adaptations.	For	
example,	two	of	the	most	beautiful	birds,	the	great	blue	heron	and	great	egret,	have	
long	legs	to	walk	through	the	wetlands	and	a	long	neck	and	bill	to	grab	and	stab	their	
prey.	White	pelicans,	another	species	we	saw	on	the	trip,	swim	in	the	pond,	surround	
their	prey,	and	then	scoop	it	us	with	their	large	bills.		
	 During	the	trip,	we	did	lots	of	other	studies,	too.	We	used	binoculars	to	see	
Yield	marks	on	distant	birds,	and	microscopes	to	observe	tiny	plankton.	We	also	tested	
water	quality	for	its	color,	smell,	and	ph	levels.		
	 This	Yield	trip	was	so	amazing!	We	would	love	to	go	there	again	someday.	It’s	fun	to	observe	species	and	learn	
about	them	just	like	real	scientist.	We	learned	that,	just	like	us,	animals	and	plants	have	to	adapt	to	their	environment	to	
survive.		

 Soakin’ in the Knowledge at Sepulveda Wetlands                   
by -  Christine Manachian, Ashley Santiago, Azucena Mejia, and Mary Jane Zazueta

      UCLA Brings Brains to Toluca Lake Elementary!              

	 Professors	and	students	from	UCLA	brought	brains	to	
our	school	this	semester!	That’s	right	…	brains!	And,	not	
just	the	ones	in	their	own	heads.	They	brought	actual	
human	brains	for	us	to	examine.	It	was	mind-boggling!	
	 This	program,	Project	Brainstorm,	visited	our	
auditorium	to	teach	Yifth	grade	students	about	neurology.	
That’s	the	study	of	the	brain.	First,	we	saw	an	interesting	
slideshow	about	the	brain.	We	learned	that	the	brain	has	
four	parts:	the	parietal	lobe,	occipital	lobe,	temporal	lobe,	
and	the	frontal	lobe.	Each	part	does	a	different	job.	For	
example,	the	occipital	lobe	is	in	charge	of	sight.	
	 After	the	power	point,	we	visited	four	different	stations	
to	learn	about	the	brain.	The	four	stations	focused	on	animal	brains,	human	brains,	
damages	to	the	brain,	and	the	touch-and-feel	station.	In	the	touch	and	feel	station,	we	

got	to	guess	what	objects	were	by	touching	them	without	being	able	to	see	them.	The	
human	brain	station	had	a	real	brain.	It	was	brown	because	all	of	the	blood	was	sucked	out	of	it.	The	third	station,	
the	animal	brain	station,	was	the	station	where	we	saw	different	animal	brains.	The	smallest	brain	was	the	mouse	
brain.	We	learned	that	wrinkles	are	in	the	brain	because	each	fold	gives	space	for	more	information.	That	means	
the	more	wrinkly	your	brain	is,	the	more	you	know.	On	the	other	hand,	a	person	with	a	smooth	brain	wouldn’t	
know	very	much.	In	the	animal	brain	station,	we	learned	about	the	sizes	of	brains	in	different	animals.	The	cow	
brain	is	very	large	in	size,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	it’s	that	smart.	
In	the	fourth	station,	we	learned	about	different	types	of	damage	to	the	brain.	For	example,	a	car	crash	or	playing	
football	can	cause	physical	damage	to	the	brain.	To	help	us	understand	the	impact	of	a	damaged	brain,	we	went	
outside	and	wore	big,	blurry	goggles.	Then,	we	tried	to	walk	on	a	yellow	line	to	test	our	vision.	It	was	a	very	
challenging	task.	We	had	lots	of	fun	trying	to	do	it.	In	fact,	we	had	lots	of	fun	learning	all	about	the	brain.	
		 It	is	important	to	learn	about	the	brain	because	it	is	the	most	important	organ	in	our	body.	We	are	very	
grateful	to	UCLA’s	Project	Brainstorm	for	sharing	their	brains	with	us!	
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Riddle Me This!
• Ashley	Santiago	asks:												What	did	the	chip	say	to	the	cheese?	
• Jan	Morales	asks:																				How	do	you	wake	up	Lady	Gaga?	
• Tsadkiel	Grey	asks:													What	did	Mama	Broom	say	to	Baby	Broom?	
• Ryan	Lopez	asks:																				How	does	a	tree	get	on	the	Internet?	
• Christine	Manachian	asks:		What	did	the	hot	dog	say	when	it	crossed		
		 	 	 	 													Yinish	line?	

Super Sleuth Quiz & Scavenger Hunt

1. According to Sue Fitzmaurice, what is a side effect of being awesome? 

2. What was the name of the powerful song performed by Drill Team at the 
Black History Show?

3. Who is one of Mr. Soroczak’s heroes?

4. Who wrote Shivers the Pirate who is Afraid of Everything?

5. What is the name of the political organization founded by Shirley Chisholm?

6. According to Thurgood Marshall, how can we pay ourselves the highest 
tribute?

7. Why does Courtney Case admire her mom so much?

8. What are two ingredients used to make esquites at LA Plaza?

9. What are two parts of the human brain?

10. What is one adaptation of a great blue heron?

       * Mr. Daniel’s Super Math Problem (bonus problem for 4th & 5th grades)

PROBLEM:	There are 15 groups in Camille's Science Camp. Some of the 
groups have 10 people; the rest only have 8 people each. If the maximum number of 
136 people attend Camille's Science Camp, how many 10-person groups are there?

    ** Scavenger Hunt:
Where can you find this pictured item?

Toluca Lake Elementary is 
#1
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